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Raising African American Boys
Literary themes are used by writers as the main ideas or the underlying meaning of any piece of work. Themes are in other words what the writers explore in novels, short stories, etc. In the article “the deadly challenge of raising African American boys”, the writer depicts the theme of redemption. This paper aims at exploring the above article to figure out how effectively the writer has shown the theme of redemption.
In the theme of redemption, failures and tragedies are what sets the stage for sad stories. The good thing is that redemption shows that things don’t have to end in this manner. There is the aspect of characters striving to correct the wrongs that happened earlier. There happens to be a controlling image of “the thug” where the boys are considered as thugs because of their race. This is because African American boys were caught previously breaking the law in one way or another.
The writer explains how their parents struggle to redeem their reputations. He explains that during research, the mothers explained that in raising their boys they had to make sure that their sons were not perceived as criminals. Also, they ensured that their sons are safe because having being black in itself was dangerous as they would be suspected of any evil.
Also, the writer explains that the mothers had the belief that their sons would have to be consistent in attempts to challenge the assumptions that they were poor, uneducated, violent, and criminal. The boys were always taught by their mothers to assert their status especially if they were middle-class. Also, the writer explains that the mothers had to teach their boys how to manage their emotions so that whenever they feel provoked they won’t engage in fights.
The writer argues that by these mothers trying to protect their sons, by encouraging them to abide by the stricter standards, the mothers are submitting to the unfair view that society has concerning them. The writer suggests that the parents should instead challenge the existing power structures. I agree with the writer because what the mothers have been doing to their boys is not fair at all. It shows the boys that because they are black, they are lesser human beings who should walk on eggshells to avoid getting into trouble with people of the white race. This interferes with their self-esteem and they end up living in fear, thinking that it is okay for them to be discriminated against because of their race and gender.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In comparison with the other writers, Down Dow makes this case best as the arguments he presents are well articulated. He explains how although being male shows masculinity and protection, it has been proven how masculinity comes with increase vulnerability. He has also been able to illustrate redemption and how the mothers are striving to ensure that their boys don’t get caught up in the mistakes that were previously done by African American boys. Other themes that have been demonstrated are love, showing the love that the mothers have for their boys and would go all the way to protect them from harm. Also the theme of courage and perseverance where the boys and their parents have to be brave enough to continuously challenge the belief that African Americans are criminals.
